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UM STUDENTS FARE WELL IN NATIONAL COMPETION 
MISSOULA -
Several University of Montana students have been rewarded for their standout 
performances in the national Hearst Journalism Awards program.
Print journalism senior Zachary Franz won eighth place and a $500 scholarship in the 
in-depth reporting competition.
Franz’s story was written for the school’s Native News Honors Project about the 
struggle to get students to show up regularly for school on the Northern Cheyenne 
Reservation.
His story placed the UM journalism school in fourth place nationally among all 
accredited programs in the Hearst competition.
In earlier print competitions during the 2006-07 academic year, senior Amy May placed 
fifth, winning a $600 scholarship for her article in the school’s 10-year retrospective on the 
arrest of the Unabomber.
Alex Strickland, who graduated last spring, placed 16th in the editorial writing 
category.
In Hearst’s broadcast competition, for which winners were announced in December,
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senior Melanie Overcast’s first place and Amanda Harris’ 17th place in radio news put the UM 
radio-television department in fifth place overall among all schools. Overcast won a $2,000 
scholarship.
The Hearst competitions continue through March, with national championships in May.
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